
 Vol. 27  No. 1        Summer 2023

“Time is long, and there is always time for  
first steps and next steps. The work of building  
a resilient society never ends, and it always needs 
beginning.”

— Bill deBuys, Enchantment and Exploitation:  
The Life and Hard Times of a New Mexico Mountain Range

If you had asked me five years ago how working on budgets 
and preparing board packets related to snowshoeing up 

Black Canyon or taking an evening stroll at Romero Park, I 
would probably have struggled to answer. But after a year at 
the helm of SFWA and nearly four years as a staff member, I 
can see and feel how these actions are all related to thinking 
like a watershed – the Santa Fe River Watershed. 

The more I learn, the more everything connects back to 
water, land, community. Even when I am away from the 
office and off the clock, I can’t help but think about these 
connections. Where am I physically in the landscape? Why 
does the land look the way it does? What stories live in this 
place? What does the future hold here? What part has SFWA 
played? What part do I play? It is a profound feeling of rever-
ence and responsibility to work in my home community 
alongside such a special organization.

From the Director: Building Toward Resilience 
Working together and feeling connected is a matter of sur-

vival for our watershed community. As our collaborator Dr. 
Courtney Flint highlighted in our recent Stakeholder Priority 
Report (published on our website in March), connections 
between community members, stakeholder groups and geog-
raphies are essential for genuine community resilience. Such 
connections – which Dr. Flint refers to as interactional capac-
ity – help us develop trust and empathy, see in systems, and 

simply know who to call in an emergency. Genuine connec-
tions can sometimes be tense, but they are always essential. 
How can SFWA help increase the interactional capacity in 
our watershed community, and build toward resilience?

It seems to me that this has been a central question for 
SFWA throughout its history and is a question which we 
continue to explore as challenges arise and evolve. Every day 
is a series of next steps and first steps, guided by our inter-
connected values of education, restoration, stewardship and 
advocacy. Additionally, as the SFWA team and I have con-
tinued exploring the history of the organization and how we 
want to carry that legacy forward, we have found ourselves 
orienting around the principles of healing, connection and 
collaboration.

Executive Director Morika Vorenberg Hensley shows off her 
freshly painted fish hat at Love Your Watershed Day, in prepa-
ration for the FLOW procession in June 2023. (Bobbe Besold)

(continued on page 2)

“Working together and feeling  
connected is a matter of survival 
for our watershed community.”

While much of SFWA’s work rightfully centers on ac-
tions and deliverables, I would argue that just as important 
are the feelings our work inspires and has inspired since the 
beginning. These feelings of connection and commitment 
to the watershed that have deepened in me as an SFWA staff 
member are the same feelings that we hope to support in 
everyone through all our programming, from trash cleanups 
to field trips. As we have the opportunity to learn together 
and make watershed connections up close, we will be ever 
more inspired and motivated to work together to care for this 
community in all of its complexity.
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From the Executive Director (cont. from page 1)

There is deep pain in our community, held in soil, ecologi-
cal relationships and social dynamics. To move toward resil-
ience, we believe that recognizing old scars and open wounds, 
and trying to heal together, is essential. The task is daunting, 
but where better to start, and continue, than with the literal 
common ground beneath our feet and running through our 
veins? Everyone has a part to play. With each trash cleanup, 

each riparian planting, each rain garden and, even in a more 
abstract sense, each email and meeting, we are aiming to help 
heal the landscape and the communal bonds that depend 
on it. While it’s an endless task, it has the potential to be an 
empowering one.

That’s where connection comes in again. In a time when so 
much emphasis is placed on our differences and divisions,  
the river and watershed physically bind us together. To  
“honor the connection between people and watershed,”  
as our mission statement directs us to do, is to center the 
common goal of community resilience as we wade through 

our complexities and diversities, working side by side on 
restoration projects or sitting together at public meetings, 
celebrating together the balm of a strong spring runoff,  
grieving together and buoying each other through times of 
fire and drought. The more we see the connections between 
our needs and the causes we care about, the greater our  
capacity for resilience and even thriving. 

With connection, of course, comes the adjacent but 
central ethic of collaboration. In addition to differences and 
divisions, we so often witness a focus on competition and 
ownership – even within the structure of many nonprofits 
and community-based organizations. Yet, if our goal is truly 
to serve the entire community, we must continue to embody 
a foundational framing of collaboration every day. We can 
accomplish so much more on every scale if we work together 
and restructure our systems to support that work. As I reflect 
on the legacy of SFWA, I am inspired that it truly is one of 
healing, connection and collaboration, and that our staff, 
board and community members strive to deepen these  
principles into the future.

Whether you have been part of the SFWA community 
since its founding, just happened across our organization for 
the first time, or anything in between, welcome again. There 
is so much you can do to help sustain our work: simply car-
ing about and connecting to the watershed; learning about it; 
contributing your ideas and perspectives; volunteering your 
time, energy and expertise with SFWA; making a one-time or 
recurring donation; and sharing your knowledge, passion and 
generosity with others. Your partnership is baked into the 
core of everything we do. Thank you for 
working with us in the endless, infinitely 
beginning work of building a resilient 
watershed community.

SFWA partnered with Poetry Pollinators, artist Peter Joseph,  
the City of Santa Fe, and the Xerces Society to complete this  
new pollinator habitat near the Camino Escondido Zuni Bowl. 
It was reverently constructed from the stump of the beloved cot-
tonwood in Harvey Cornell (Rose) Park, which had to be taken 
down but now has new life as a pollinator refuge and gathering 
place for people to reflect, read and write poetry, and deepen 
their connection to the river.

Our completed Zuni Bowl at the end of Camino Escondido 
slows stormwater runoff and protects the riverbank from erosion. 

“... where better to start,  
and continue, than with the literal 
common ground beneath our feet  
and running through our veins?  
Everyone has a part to play.”



The Mission of the Santa Fe Watershed Association 
is to protect and restore the health and vibrancy  

of the Santa Fe River and its watershed  
for the benefit of people and the environment.  

We achieve this through education, restoration, 
stewardship and advocacy.  

From the river’s headwaters to the Rio Grande,  
we honor the connection  

of people and the watershed.

From the President: It’s Not Just a River

Maybe you, like many of us, have been enjoying the 
rushing water cascading through the Rio Santa Fe. It 

certainly makes those walks along the river trail more inter-
esting, and the children splashing in it seem to have the most 
fun. So, with the Rio flowing, maybe now is a good time to 

stop and think about 
from where that water 
is coming – up in the 
Sangre de Cristo moun-
tains, up in the Santa Fe 
National Forest, up there 
out of sight among the 
trees and boulders, up 
there in the Santa Fe  
watershed. A healthy  
river and the beginning 
of healthy water starts 
with a healthy watershed, 
and that is what the 
Santa Fe Watershed  
Association is about.

One way to keep the watershed healthy is to care for it, and 
to do that, we have to care about it. So, many of the Santa Fe 
Watershed Association’s programs are focused educating per-
sons, young and old, about the watershed and how it works; 
on how to keep the Rio healthy; and on advocating for the 
river, the watershed and good stewardship of this precious 
resource. Like the watershed itself, much of what SFWA does 
happens out of the public eye, but in this newsletter and 
on our website, you will find just some of the ways that the 
Santa Fe Watershed Association is busy promoting and pro-
tecting, not just the Rio Santa Fe, but its whole watershed. 
Read on!

— Fred Schott
SFWA Board President

Fred Schott, SFWA Board  
President

SFWA partner Reese Baker from The Raincatcher, Inc., speaks  
to the 2023 Climate Masters cohort about stormwater, rain  
gardens, and mycoremediation at his office’s rain garden on 
Aspen Drive.

Late winter snowpack and surprizing early rains supported river 
flows that reached far downstream this spring. Here, the Santa 
Fe River flows near the 599 Bridge in mid-April 2023.

The Santa Fe River flows through Agua Fria near Romero Park, 
with views of the early restoration work, accomplished by SFWA 
and our partners, that has taken root in the past quarter century.
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Meet Jaclyn Behringer: SFWA’s Education Specialist 

SFWA was excited to welcome Jaclyn Behringer to the 
team in late February to support our spring My Water, 

My Watershed field 
trips. Over the summer 
she expanded her role 
to support more educa-
tional programming as 
well as the Adopt Your 
Watershed program. 

Jaclyn Behringer, 
SFWA’s new Education 
Specialist, brings a deep 

passion for inspiring 
learners to care for each 

other and the world 
around them. 

SFWA partner Ramon Coriz from the City of Santa Fe supports 
5th graders on the My Water, My Watershed field trip as they 
identify benthic macroinvertebrates. Students learn about toler-
ant and intolerant species, how they help indicate water quality, 
and the importance of water conservation. In the past year the 
program reached 830 students from 39 classes and 19 schools. 
Since 2010, we have reached almost 10,500 Santa Fe youth!

Education Specialist Jaclyn Behringer taught students how to 
make leaf art during the Santa Fe Community Educators’  
Network summer camp series. 

SFWA partner Alan Hook from the City of Santa Fe speaks  
to the 2023 Climate Masters cohort about water and forest 
management in the municipal watershed. 

Education Specialist Jaclyn Behringer taught students how to 
make rain sticks during the Santa Fe Community Educators’ 
Network summer camp series.
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SFWA flagship programs Adopt-the-River and Adopt-an-
Arroyo have merged into the singular program, “Adopt 

Your Watershed”! While the foundational features and goals 
will remain the same, our hope is that the new “Adopt Your 
Watershed” title will help streamline our operations and un-
derscore a more holistic approach in highlighting the connec-
tions of the river, arroyos and watershed landscape at large. 
Changes are being rolled out over time, and ideas are always 
welcome! 

Program Feature: “Adopt Your Watershed” Ties Us All together

Kevin Myers and the Amma Green team clean the watershed 
wherever inspiration and need strike! Since July 2022, SFWA 
volunteers have spent nearly 1,500 hours on 127 occasions  
collecting over 2,000 bags of trash – that’s more than 15 tons!

Lisa Farrand’s incredible “Lovin’ the River” team regularly 
cleans the river, waters new plantings, and removes tumbleweeds 
around Frenchy’s Field Park and all the way to Siler Bridge.

SFWA participated in the FLOW procession in June 2023 to remember the Rio Chiquito, 
a small tributary of the Santa Fe River where Water Street is now. SFWA Director of  
Stewardship and Community Outreach Amara May wore the puppet she made herself! 
(Gabriella Marks)

Introducing:  
Santa Fe  

Watershed Fest 

Starting in 2023, SFWA will 
host our annual film festival 

as part of a series of watershed-
focused events. In addition to 
a lovingly curated program of 
regional and international films 
on tour with the Wild and Scenic 
Film Festival, Santa Fe Watershed 
Fest will include a screening and 
discussion of the local film,  
Acequias: The Legacy Lives On,  
a community cleanup and 
recycled-art party, and more. 

Follow us on social media and subscribe to our e-newsletter 
to be the first to know about further evolutions including:

• Specialized steward teams
• Monthly volunteer cleanups at different locations 

around the watershed
• Stewardship trainings 
• Tiered sponsorship levels
• More collaboration and partnership with other  

community groups
• Annual “Love Your Watershed Day” on the first  

Saturday in May, a community celebration and  
gathering for the watershed to kick off a week of  
spring cleaning
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❖ Donors ❖ 
Anonymous Donors • Aaron Kauffman • Ada Browne • Agua Fria Nursery • Amy Lewis • Andrew Treinen • Andy & 
Chris Otto • Anjali Bean • Anna Archer • Anna Hansen • Anne Farrell • Antonio Lopez • Austin Blanks • Barbara Fix 
• B.C. Rimbeaux & Carlie Lines • Betsy Jones • Billie Wellman • Bob Dodge • Bobbe Besold • Brenda Jerome • Bristol 
Family Law • Capitol Ford • Carl Dickens • Carol Cooper • Carol Pava • Catherine Baca/Agua Fria Village Association 
• Catherine Clemens • Celia Baldwin • Charles Case • City of Santa Fe – River & Watershed • City of Santa Fe – Water 
Conservation • Clothes Helping Kids Foundation • Conchita Lopez • Craig Hansen • Cynthia West • Dahl Plumb-
ing • Daniel Chase • Daniel Rusthoi • David & Kathryn Messec Jones • David Bazell • David Blitz • David Douglas • 
David Groenfeldt • David Noble & Ruth Meria • Debra Hughes • Del Norte Credit Union • Dewey Lederer & Diana 
Wolken • Dominique Mazeaud • Donald Romig • Douglas Earp • E. Blyth Timken Charitable Trust • Edward & Mela-
nie Ranney • El Castillo Retirement Residences • Eliza Kuelthau • Elizabeth Killion • Esha Chiocchio • Faith Garfield 
• Felicity Broennan • Ferris Foundation • Gail Samota • Gary Tyc • Gerald & Donna Jacobi • Gerald Richardson • 
Giacomo Zafarano • Gwen & Wilson Mason • Hank Yeiser • Heather Volz & Larry Casper • Helen Randall • Henry 
Chavez • Hestia Foundation • Inn on the Alameda • Jan Duggan • Jan Willem Jansens • Jane Gilbert • Jane Wilken • 
Janet McVickar • Jeffrey Sussmann (Rhythm is Life) • Jesse Roach • Joan Viele • John Hanasack • John Wegner • Julia 
Wise • Karen Gahr • Karen Strickler Vinson • Keith Grover • Ken Hughes • Kevin Myers • Kristina Gray Fisher • La 
Fonda Hotel • La Mariposa Montessori School • La Montanita Co-op • Laila Atalla • Lamar Fletcher • Larry & Nyla 
Rasmussen • Lars Anderson • Leslie Barclay • Lindsay Archuleta • Lineberry Foundation • Lisa Farrand • Longview As-
set Management • Lori Lanier • Louis Rose • Louise Arnold Maddux Foundation • Lynne & Elizabeth Buchen • Lynne 
Loucks Buchen • Marian Shirin • Markeeta Brown • Mary Olson • Matthew McQueen • Melissa Ballantine • Melissa 
Epple • Melvin & Ernestine Hagman • Meow Wolf • Merry Schroeder • Michael Friestad • Christine Cassel & Michael 

McCally • Michael Nelson • Michael Weiss • Morgan & 
Kathryn Hees • Mr. Brenner/Las Bodegas, LLC • Nancy 
Ann Mellen Foundation • Neil Williams & Paige Grant • 
Nelson Denman • New Mexico Environment Department 
• Nicola Lopez • Peter Gowan • Phil Bove • Positive Energy 
Solar • Rebecca Cook • Reunity Resources • Rich Schrader 
• Richard Buffler • Richard Jennings • Robert Brenner • 
Robert Lurcott & Brenda Manning • Roger Peterson • Ron 
Press • Rotary Club • Sally & Thomas Kitch • Santa Fe 
Brewing Company • Santa Fe Community Foundation • 
Santa Fe County – Open Space, Trails & Parks • Santa Fe 
Garden Club • Santa Fe New Mexican • Scott Hicks • Sher-
ry Coopwood • Sophie Rixe • Stephen Wiman • Sterling 
Grogan • Steven Rudnick • Susan & Norman MacLeod • 
Susan Yanda • Ten Thousand Waves • The Angelica Founda-
tion • The Brindle Foundation • The Glassmires • The Wil-
liam H. & Mattie Wattis Harris Foundation • Theresa Wallis 
• Thomas and Barbara McGowin • Thomas & Carlyn Jervis 
• Thomas & Rose Himrod • Thomas Gallegos • Thornburg 
Investment Management • Tierra Concepts • Toby Herzlich 
• Tom Noble • Tom Wilmoth & Heather Lundine • Tony 
Ricketts • Tresa Vorenberg • Tucker Melancon & Diana 
Moore • Turtle Mountain • United Church of Santa Fe • 
US Bureau of Reclamation • Valerie Erickson • Vickie Ortiz 
• Whitney & Kate Sunderland • William & Bertha Gold-
finger Foundation • William McClintock • World Wide 
Rentals • Yates & Susan Coulter • Zydeco 66, LLC

To Our Amazing, Generous Community of Donors and 
Volunteers, Thank You! You Make All of This Possible



“Thank You” (cont. from page 6)

❖ Regular Volunteers ❖
Aalisha Nimish Bhatt • Abbie Foley • Abelino Walton • Alder Nadon • Alejandra Perez • Alessandra Haines • Alex Vi-
dal • Alexander Hnasko • Alexandra Armenta • Alexandrea Valdez • Alithea Gabrellas • Allison Z. Love • Alysse Lerager 
• Amanda Garcia • Ami Caldwell • Andrea Lawrence • Andrew L. Martinez • Andy Otto • Anna Hagele • Annalee 
Auer • Ariel Cassell • Arthur Kruckeberg • Barbara L. Klein • Beth McClain • Bob Mizerak • Bobbe Besold • Brian 
Dieterle • Brigette Nichols • Bryan Phillips • Camilo Sandoval • Campbell Erickson • Canon Turner • Carla Lopez 
• Carly Jackson • Carol Grubbe • Cecelia Romero Likes • Celia Baldwin • Cesar Sanchez • Charles Noble • Charli 
Koseoglu • Charlotte Rivera • Chaune Rael-Whitsitt • Chelsea Carmona • Cheryl Mares • Chris Bartsch • Chris Otto • 
Chrislynn Hernandez • Christine Foster • Claudia Hauer • Corinne Wilson • Dan Marshall • Daniel Gibson • Daniel 
Pugh • Daniel Tapia • Daniel Wendland • Danika Padilla • Darcy Davis-Flagler • David J. Mordhorst • David Selvage 
• DeAnn Meadows • Deborah James • Debra Hughes • Debra Snyderman • Dimitri Pavlakos • Don Miller • Doris H. 
Kessler • Drew Walker • Ed Ashmead • Edgar Sarceno • Elias Rael • Elio Lázaro • Elizabeth Cabot • Elizabeth Coleman 
• Ella McFaul • Ellen London • Emily Reynolds • Emma St. Peter • Enrique Otero • Eric Wynn • Erica Johnson • Erin 
Elizabeth Matzanias • Erin Matzanias • Esther Mata-Rearick • Everest Gessler • Florence Marquez • Gabriela Schwen-
ker • Genevieve Betts • Georgia Dunn-Hartman • Ginny Hogan • Gonzalo Rufatt • Griselle Cortinas-Amaya • Hal 
Medrano • Hana S. Schuster • Hanna McCants • Hannah St. Peter • Heather Karlson & Bill Leeson • Hilario Romero 
• Huong Tran • Jackson & Julia Cole • Jaime Torres • James Scheihing • Jana Sanchez Henry • Jane Freeman • Jaylin 
Nichols • Jean Turner • Jeanette Ferrara • Jennifer Crowe • Jennifer Ferguson • Jess Biscamp • Jessica Kelley Mendoza 
• Jessica Vredenburg • Jill Gerichter • Jo A. Reis • Joel B. Stone • Jon Pyle • Jordan Gonzales • Joselyne Ochoa • Josh 
Gonze • Joshua Carlston • Joshua Chaffin • Joshua Nichols • Julia Anderson • Julia Brock • Julia Lázaro • Julian Martin 
• Julian Rodriguez • Julie Kirk • Julie Murray • June Manning • Kai Forsley • Karl Grubbe • Katelyn del Rosario • 
Katherine Sallah • Kathy Rivera • Katlyn Williams • Keely Jackson Kennemore • Ken Kirk • Kevin Bowin • Kevin 
Flores • Kevin J Rapp • Kevin Lenkner • Kevin Myers & Sarah McGrath • Kinzie Reynolds • Kiran Smelser • Kiristi 
Matthews • Kryshana Madrid • Laila Atalla • Larry Casper • Larry Gibson • Lawrence Osefoh • Leah Gardner • Leah 
Gibbons • Leah Swanson • Leslie Guadalupe Pacheco Morales • Lily Rittmeyer • Linda (Lin) Renner • Linda Smith 
• Lindsay Conover • Lisa Farrand • Liza Frolkis • Louise Lasley • Lucy Keehn • Lynette McAllister • Lynn Osborne • 
Lysa Allen • Maggie Fox • Marc Romanelli • Marcy Leavitt • Maricela Ornelas Zubia • Mark Broussard • Mark Haugh-
ton • Mark W. B. • Mark Wendell • Marsha Allen-Martinez • Martha Baker • Matt Boness • Megan Sada • Michelle 
Mittrach • Mike Foster • Molly Mackinnon • Nanci Mon • Natalia Sabato • Natasha Rippel • Nathaniel Steiger • Nav 
Khalsa • Neal Denton • Neal Turnquist • Nicholas Harrod • Nicolas Deering • Nicole Elizabeth Jaramillo • Noor-un-
nisa Touchon • Oliver Selvage • Pamela Hinds • Patricia Baker • Patrick Reynolds • Peggy Blake • Phil Geller • Quinn 
Morris • Rachel Kullman • Ras Rody • Rebecca Alvarez • Reeya Patel • Rhonda Atkins • Richard Kessler • Richard 
Pitman • Richard W. Kessler • Robert Mizerak • Robert Scott Burnet • Rodney Power • Ronald Dans • Ruthee Scoter 
• Salem Gibson • Sarah McGrath • Scott Hinds • Selena Cordova • Shannon Halley • Shannon Weber • Sharon Vigil 
• Sherry Coopwood • Sofia Hickel • Soojin Karshmer • Stanley Scott Hinds • Steven Haines • Sue Sladek • Susan El-
lenbogen • Susan Wright • Suzanne Morey-Sloan • Talitha Arnold • Tammy Griffith • Tatiana Winter • Tatianna Pavich 
• Terese Selvage • Tessa Helene Driscoll • Theo Berg-Whitman • Thomas Heikkerö • Tim Blose • Tim Davis • Tim 
Kirkpatrick • Timothy Eyster • Timothy Puder • Tom Rebstock • Tom Wyatt • Tuscany Wenger • Tyler Krell • Valeria 
Cera • Wallis Blivin • Wayne Siefert • William Emenecker • William H. Mee • Zoe Wilcox

❖ Steward Teams ❖ 

Amma Center NM – Green Friends • Capital High School National Honor Society • Community Clean Up & Support 
• Desert Montessori School • Dhal Plumbing • El Castillo Residents • Heather Karlson & Bill Leeson • Historic St. 
Katherine’s Neighborhood Association • Keep Santa Fe Beautiful • Lovin’ the River • Ras Rody • River Source Water-
shed Academy Interns • Rotary Club of Santa Fe• Santa Fe High School – National Honors Society • Santa Fe Prep 
• Santa Fe River Commission • Shine & Night Forsley & Family • The MASTERS Program • Thornburg Investment 
Management • United Church of Santa Fe • Waldorf School
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