
1.1) Santa Fe Baldy in 1916

This image shows the south side of Santa Fe Mt Baldy in 1916. Fires between the growing
seasons of 1879 and 1880 burned much of the area. The slope and the foreground show the
severity of these fires. Burnt trees still litter the ground, but the lack of color in the image
makes it hard to tell the extent of succession that occurred post-fire. Based on later photos,
the shadowy shapes close to the ridge are trees that survived the initial fires.



1.2) Santa F
e B

aldy in 1999 (C
raig A

llen retake)

T
his im

age show
s the sam

e side of Santa F
e M

t B
aldy in 1999. W

ith over a century of
regrow

th, the once-charred terrain is filling out once m
ore. T

he slope and foreground
are no longer littered w

ith burned logs, and the resurgence of trees is m
ost pronounced

near the ridgeline (m
iddle, far left), w

here a sm
all num

ber of trees thrived after surviv-
ing the initial fires. T

his photo w
as taken approxim

ately 20 m
eters southw

est of the
junction of the W

indsor T
rail to Spirit L

ake and the Skyline T
rail.

1.3) Santa F
e B

aldy in 2023 (W
PI retake)

1.4) Santa F
e B

aldy in 2023 (W
PI retake, from

 a tree)

T
his im

age show
s the sam

e side of Santa F
e M

t B
aldy in

2023. T
rees in the foreground have experienced signifi-

cant grow
th - so m

uch so that the view
 of the m

ountain is
partially obscured. T

he visible part of the slopes show
s

m
uch thicker foliage than in the 1999 repeat, but it is

difficult to determ
ine the extent of this regrow

th. T
his

photo w
as taken approxim

ately 20 m
eters southw

est of
the junction of the W

indsor T
rail to Spirit L

ake and the
Skyline T

rail.

T
his im

age show
s the sam

e side of Santa F
e M

t B
aldy, also

in 2023. T
o better capture forest regrow

th on M
t B

aldy, this
photo w

as taken from
 a tree approxim

ately 20 feet above
ground level. T

his repeat m
akes the significant thickening

of foliage on the m
ountain’s slopes m

uch m
ore visible. T

he
stringer along the m

iddle ridge has grow
n dow

n to m
eet the

new
 forest grow

th up from
 below

. T
his photo w

as taken
approxim

ately 20 m
eters southw

est of the junction of the
W

indsor T
rail to Spirit L

ake and the Skyline T
rail.



2.1) McClure Reservoir hill in 1916

This historical photograph shows the south side of a hill situated along the Santa Fe
River (what would become the northeastern portion of the McClure Reservoir) in
1916. The impact of deforestation, combined with severe and widespread goat graz-
ing, led to significant erosion in the area. The lower portion of this hill showcases the
consequential erosion with numerous deep rills cutting down into the slope.



2.2) M
cC

lure R
eservoir hill in 2000 (C

raig A
llen retake)

T
his im

age, captured in the year 2000, show
cases the sam

e side of the
unnam

ed hill. Substantial regrow
th has taken place, and the rills from

overgrazing and deforestation are no longer visible. T
he foreground has also

significantly altered, as the hill now
 sits alongside the M

cC
lure R

eservoir
rather than the river. T

he bank at the base of the hill reveals that the reservoir
w

as quite low
 during this retake. It is likely that the closing of the w

atershed
to the public in 1932 has allow

ed the hill to be reforested.

2.3) M
cC

lure R
eservoir hill in 2023 (C

raig A
llen re-retake)

T
his im

age show
s the sam

e side of the unnam
ed hill in early June, 2023. T

he
M

cC
lure R

eservoir is m
uch m

ore full than in the 2000 repeat, and the trees
are som

ew
hat thinned.



3.1) McClure Reservoir in 1926 (before reservoir)

This image shows the Santa Fe River as it flows west towards Santa Fe. Visible in the
background is the west side of the same hill from 2). Significant erosion is also present
in this view. Part of the background is obscured by what appears to be fog, but the lack
of color makes it difficult to determine. The picture is taken facing east, towards the
Sangre de Cristo mountains.



3.2) M
cC

lure R
eservoir from

 dam
 in 2000 (C

raig A
llen retake)

T
his im

age show
s approxim

ately the sam
e view

 as 3.1). It is likely that the
original photopoint is subm

erged in the M
cC

lure R
eservoir. T

he hill present
in the foreground of the original photo has been rem

oved entirely, and the
valley w

idened and deepened to create the reservoir. T
he eroded hill spot-

lighted in 2) is still visible, and has been significantly reforested. L
ooking at

the banks, it is clear that the reservoir is fairly low
 during this retake. T

his
photo w

as taken from
 the top of the M

cC
lure D

am
.

3.3) M
cC

lure R
eservoir from

 dam
 in 2023 (W

PI retake)

T
his im

age show
s the sam

e view
 of M

cC
lure R

eservoir as 3.2). T
he concrete

tow
er visible in the 2000 retake no longer exists. T

rees on the unnam
ed hill

from
 2) (on the left of the photo) are noticeably thinner. T

he reservoir is once
again fairly low

. T
his photo w

as taken from
 the top of M

cC
lure D

am
.
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F
igure 6: “C

arp pond, A
rchbishop’s garden, Santa F

e, N
M

, ca. 1887". F
low

 from
 this area gave

W
ater Street its nam

e. Photo courtesy M
useum

 of N
ew

 M
exico, negative num

ber 15264.

F
igure 7: T

he locations of the w
etland, pond, and garden are now

 (Septem
ber 2001) occupied by a

parking lot and structures. Perspective is slightly different than in F
igure 6 due to structures and

trees. Photo by Steven T
harnstrom

, Septem
ber 2001.


